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February 16, 2006

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT # 05-0288 WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
FOOD AND AGRICUL TURE FOR THE FOLLOWING CONTRACT:

HIGH RISK PEST EXCLUSION, SUDDEN OAK DEATH, NURSERY STOCK
INSPECTION, SEED SERVICES PROGRAM

(ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD

Authorize the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures
(ACWM) to execute the terms of contract agreement #05-0288 in the amount of
$625,799.03, with the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA):

To continue the High Risk Pest Exclusion Program (HRPE)

To continue the Sudden Oak Death Program (SOD)

To Continue the Nursery Stock Inspection Program

To Continue the Seed Services Program

Protecting Consumers and the Environment Since 1881
To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service
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2. Approve and instruct the Commissioner, on behalf of the Mayor, to sign the
attached agreement #05-0288 with CDFA to continue the High Risk Pest Exclusion,
Sudden Oak Death, Nursery Stock Inspection, and Seed Services Programs,
effective July l' 2005 through June 30, 2006.

3. Authorize the ACWM to amend the contract agreement in an amount not to exceed
15% of the original contract.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

This is the first year four contracts have been combined by CDFA. In the past several
years, your Board has approved HRPE and SOD as separate contracts. Contract #05-
0288 combines HRPE and SOD, and adds Nursery Stock Inspection and Seed
Services Programs. Approval of the recommended actions will enable the ACWM to
continue the four programs.

The County HRPE Program provides for the inspection of trucks carrying nursery plants
and air freight terminals for agricultural commodities, such as plants, flowers, and
produce. Preventing pest introductions reduces the need for pest eradication, and
reduces the need for new pesticide applications in Los Angeles County.

The SOD Control Program protects plant growing nurseries, Los Angeles County's
number one agricultural industry, and native oak trees against the spread of a fungal
disease, Phytophthora ramorum. The program requires the inspection of all nursery
stock destined for shipment. Infested nurseries are placed under quarantine and plants
which test positive for the disease are destroyed.

The Nursery Stock Inspection Program protects consumers against economic losses
resulting from the sale of pest infested nursery stock. The program requires the routine
inspection of all wholesale nurseries.

The Seed Services Program protects consumers against mislabeled packaged seed by
inspecting registered seed labelers. These labels provide accurate plant variety, weed
presence, and germination percentage information.

ImQlementation of Strategic Plan Goals

Awarding the contract meets the County's Strategic Plan goal of Service Excellence:
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Continuing the High Risk Pest Exclusion Program significantly reduces the
risk of new pest introduction, which reduces the need for pesticide
applications against new pests in the County.

Continuing the SOD Control Program provides Phytophthora ramorum
detection and eradication and facilitates the wholesale shipment of nursery
plants from the County.

Continuing the Nursery Program provides a second line of defense by
detecting exotic pests and eradication, and provides plants that are
substantially free of common pests at wholesale nurseries throughout the

County.

Continuing the Seed Services Program verifies and ensures compliance of
packaged seed with laws and regulations at registered seed labelers in the
County. These labels provide accurate species, variety, purity, and
germination information to consumers.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this agreement, CDFA will provide funding in the amount of $625, 799.03 for work
performed by ACWM from July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006. The total contractual
amount will be broken down among the four individual programs as follows:

$345,600.00High Risk Pest Exclusion (HRPE

Sudden Oak Death (SOD) $250,000.64

$ 30,198.39Nursery Inspection Stock

$Seed Services 4,398.35

There is no effect on the Department's Net County Cost for HRPE, SOD, and Seed
Services. All costs associated with these three programs are 100% funded through
these contracts.

The Nursery Stock Inspection Program is 25% funded by this contract, as it has been
for the past 20 years.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The HRPE Program has funding authority provided by California Food and Agricultural
Code (FAC) section 2282.5, which also specifies and mandates that high-risk pest
exclusion activities be enhanced first. In Fiscal year 2004-05 this program suffered
severe cuts because of the State budget crisis. It was reduced from near $1.5 million to
$272,141. The increase this year of $73,459, is due to a negotiated redistribution of the
remaining funds by California Department of Food and Agriculture and California
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association. The remaining funds were
divided between Los Angeles and San Mateo Counties to provided inspections of
incoming plant material at LAX and San Francisco International Airports.

The SOD Program prevents the spread of SOD to non-infested areas of the United
States, pursuant to the United States Department of Agriculture's Plant Protection Act,
and FAG sections 6302 and 6303 for standards of nursery cleanliness. Nurseries may
not ship regulated host plants interstate to uninfested areas until they have been
inspected and it is determined there is no evidence of SOD infestation.

In fiscal year 2004-05 your Board approved two contracts for SOD for a total of
$437,313. We recovered $309, 704 of that amount. The money was budgeted and
spent to survey susceptible plants in nurseries for the disease and when plants were
found infested, to isolate and destroy them to prevent the disease from spreading. In
2004-05 there were several nurseries found to be infested and many plants had to be
destroyed. This year's survey and eradication work should require much less time and
labor, hence the lower contract amount.

The Nursery Stock Inspection Program regulates nurseries, as required by FAC section
6303 and The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between CDFA and the
California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association, dated May 20, 2003.

The Seed Services Program regulates the marketing of seeds to ensure that label
information is accessible and accurate, as required by FAC section 52288, the
California Seed Law.

County Counsel has approved the contract as to form.
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IMPACT OF CURRENT SERVICES {OR PROJECTS)

The proposed recommendation:

Will continue the High Risk Pest Exclusion Program to prevent the
introduction of exotic pests. This also reduces the need for pest
eradication efforts and reduces the need for new pesticide applications.

Will continue the Sudden Oak Death Program to perform inspections at
wholesale nurseries for the presence of SOD. Without inspection, nursery
growers would be prohibited from shipping SOD host material interstate
from California and within the state, resulting in a substantial financial loss

to the county's plant producing nurseries.

Will continue the Nursery Stock Inspection Program to protect consumers
from plants infested with common pests, prevent the introduction of new
agricultural pests, and certify nursery stock destined to other counties and
states.

Will continue the Seed Services Program to ensure that packaged seed
labels provide readily accessible and accurate information for consumers,
assuring correct crop varietal name, freedom from weeds, germination
percentages, and sell-by date.

CONCLUSION

When approved, please return to this Department the minute order directing the
Commissioner to sign. The Department will forward copies to the CDFA Contracts

Office.

Res h?U II ys u bm itted ,.

~

Kurt .Floren
Agricultural Commissioner/
Director of Weights and Measures

Attachment
KEF:RGA:PJD:pd

Chief Administrative Officer County Counselc:



STATE OF CALIFORNIA

STANDARD AGREEMENT

STD 213 (Rev 06/03)

AGREEMENT NUMBER

05-0288

REGISTRATION NUMBER

July l' 2005 Through June 30, 2006

3. The maximum amount

of this Agreement is:

$625,799.03

Six Hundred Twenty-five Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-nine Dollars and
Three Cents

4. The parties agree to comply with the terms and conditions of the following exhibits which are by this reference
made a part of the Agreement:

1 Page(s)Exhibit A- Scope of Work

Attachment 1 -Seed Services Program, 5 pages
Attachment 2 -Nursery Stock Inspection, 1 page

Attachment 3 -Sudden Oak Death, 57 pages
Attachment 4- High Risk Pest Exclusion Activities, 7 pages

Exhibit B -Budget Detail and Payment Provision 1 Page(s)

Exhibit C -General Terms and Conditions -GTC 304 3 Pages

1 Page(s)
Check mark one item below as Exhibit D:

~ Exhibit D-Special Terms and Conditions
(Attached hereto as part of this Agreement)

D Exhibit D*-Special Terms and Conditions
APPROVED AS TO FORM
RAYMOND G FORTNER. JR.. County Counsel

5. Name of Program: Pest Exclusion County Work

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed b
California Departmen- tof Gener;

Services Use OnlyCONTRACTOR

CONTRACTOR'S NAME (If other than an individual, state whether a cotporation, partnership, etc.)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

BY (Authorized Signature

~

PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING

=siGNEIj)

ADDRESS
12300 Lower Azusa Road, Arcadia, CA 91006

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

AGENCYNAME

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

BY {Authorized Signature)

b

PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING

DATE SIGNED

PAULA LEWIS, ACQUISITIONS MANAGER


























































































































































